
New York Yankees manager Joe Girardi (28) watches his team take on the Pittsburgh Pirates during the game at
McKechnie Field. The Yankees defeat the Pirates 7-2. (Jerome Miron | USA TODAY Sports)
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NEW YORK — Five years ago the Yankees signed a utility player from Cuba named Ronnier Mustelier. He never reached the big
league club, but in 2014 rose as high as Triple-A, and participated in spring training the previous year.

He was known, affectionately, as "Musty."

"No one could say his last name," manager Joe Girardi said. (For the record, it's pronounced, "Mus-tel-ee-ay.")

We're not here to talk about Ronnier Mustelier. (Who's now in the Atlanta Braves system.) But Musty remains one of the prime
examples in recent years of the nicknames Yankees players have either been given or had preserved by the club, thanks almost
universally to their manager, Mr. Girardi.

Girardi, 51, is in his ninth year as Yankees skipper. A former big league catcher and engineering major at Northwestern, Girardi is
not so much an inventor of nicknames for his players as he is a curator and then inadvertent promoter.

And intentionally or not, there appears to be an unyielding focus on putting a "Y" at the end of everyone's name.

New outfielder Aaron Hicks? Hicksy.

Relief pitcher Chasen Shreve? Shrevey.

From Gardy to Starsky, Joe Girardi 'defiant' in
Yankees nicknames
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Right-hander Luis Severino? Sevvy.

Outfielder Brett Gardner? Gardy, of course.

Now, most of these nicknames were already in place by the time the players came to New York, but Girardi's endorsement has
made them stick. Almost from Day 1 in spring training this year Hicks was Hicksy, and last week designated hitter Alex Rodriguez
even began using it. ("I'm also excited about some of the additions we've made with Hicksy," A-Rod said.)

"A lot of times in private I call them their first name," Girardi said. "But sometimes it's easier to yell, 'C'mon Hicksy.' Rather than
'C'mon, Aaron.' You know? It just sounds better. 'Come on, Shrevey, or 'C'mon, Shrever.' Instead of, 'C'mon, Chasen'."

Shreve, the 24-year-old left-hander, said there might be a reason behind the differing names Girardi calls him.

"Maybe 'Shrever' is when I'm in trouble," Shreve said.

Girardi said if that's the case, he doesn't do it on purpose.

"But I don't know, maybe?" he said.

And while Girardi doesn't own any nickname patents, there is a new one that, if it sticks, should be fully credited and licensed to
him.

"You start thinking about Starlin Castro," Girardi said. "I call him Starsky. Not to you guys, but when I cheer for him, I call him
Starsky."

Last Thursday when Castro, the Yankees' new second baseman, socked his second home run in as many days, I mentioned on
Twitter that Girardi had told me the Starsky "news" before the game, and word made it to the Yankees radio booth.

Inevitably, broadcasters Suzyn Waldman and John Sterling added a tremendous wrinkle. Pairing Castro with shortstop Didi
Gregorius, the double-play partners were referred to as "Starsky and Dutch" by Waldman and Sterling, a play off the 1970s TV
show, "Starsky and Hutch."

A stretch? Not when you remember that Gregorius was born in the Netherlands, which of course is the home of the Dutch.
Sometimes social media can be a beautiful thing.

Brian McCann is excited about a new chair he bought

Girardi doesn't discriminate when it comes to nicknames—highly-paid starters, like Gardner, are included—but the lesser-known
players seem more likely candidates for Girardi to have fun with.

Dean Anna, a backup infielder two years ago, was called "The Raccoon."

"Yeah, well, he had like, dark circles under his eyes," Girardi said. "He liked it. It came from (coach) Tony Pena. He didn't mind it.
He had the dark circles and the real dark eyes."

Four years ago lefty Clay Rapada pitched for the Yankees, and Girardi often called him "The Rapper."

"That was easier than saying, 'Come on, Clay'," Girardi said. "You say: 'Come on, Rapper'."

Did he, um, ever rap?

"No, not that I know of," Girardi said.
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Girardi also has another dubbing pattern when talking about his players. He will often refer to a guy as if he's talking about an
item, one of many of a kind that are identical.

Instead of "Mark Teixeira," he will say "a Mark Teixeria," putting an indefinite article in front of the name.

You know, like the way you'd say, "a Ford Focus."

For example:

"Joe, who do you think will hit cleanup this season? Rodriguez? Carlos Beltran?"

"Oh, I think about a Mark Teixeira in that spot."

Girardi has a theory on why he might occasionally speak in this manner.

"Maybe it was because I liked math and didn't like English when I was in school," Giradi said. "I'm being defiant."

Perhaps, but the origin of the word defiant is French. Girardi, of course, is Italian.

"Who knows why I do things?"
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